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The political crisis in Venezuela has deepened, as charges of electoral fraud continue to block
municipal and gubernatorial candidates from taking office, corruption charges mount against highlevel military and political officials including President Carlos Andres Perez and both civilian and
military authorities express growing dissatisfaction with the government. As a result, political
parties have experienced serious divisions, reports of discontent and rivalries among the military
have led to rumors of a potential third coup attempt, and corruption charges threaten to create an
impeachment scenario similar to that recently seen in Brazil. In the electoral sphere, the resounding
defeat of the ruling Democratic Action (Accion Democratica, AD) party in the Dec. 6 municipal and
gubernatorial elections led party president Humberto Celli on Jan. 3 to again call for changes in
Perez's economic program and in the composition of the administration's economic team. On Jan.
5, Venezuelan Ambassador to Canada Vladimir Gessen submitted his resignation and called on
Perez to do the same. Gessen, president of the New Democratic Generation (Nueva Generacion
Democratica, NGD) party, declared that in his opinion the Venezuelan people "clearly voted against
the government" in the Dec. 6 elections. One of the electoral disputes involved Caracas mayorelect Aristobulo Isturiz. On Jan. 2 Isturiz refused to be sworn in, stating that electoral fraud had
kept his Radical Cause (Causa R) party from achieving a majority in the 25- seat municipal council.
According to Isturiz, Causa R candidates won 17 seats on the council. Official election results
gave the party only 12 seats. Causa R officials called on supporters to rally in front of the Supreme
Electoral Council (Consejo Supremo Electoral, CSE) headquarters in Caracas to demand annulment
of the fraudulent results and modifications to current electoral laws and procedures. Isturiz was
finally sworn in on Jan. 7 after party leaders brokered a deal with the Movement Toward Socialism
party (Movimiento al Socialismo, MAS). Under the accord, Causa R and the MAS will form a single
voting bloc on the council, giving Isturiz a 15-seat majority. CSE president Isidoro Morales has
joined the lengthy list of those calling for electoral reform. Morales warned that the country could
be "on the brink of civil war if the present electoral system remains in place for next elections,"
scheduled for December 1993. Morales criticized "excessive intervention by political parties" in
the electoral process, which he said undermines public trust in elections, something which was
clearly evident in the Dec. 6 balloting. Morales stressed the need to limit the influence of political
parties in the CSE itself and in the electoral tribunals that oversee the process at the local level.
He is also recommending the CSE institute computerization of the vote count. Currently the CSE
is comprised of a president and secretary (both political independents) appointed by congress,
two representatives each from the AD and Christian Democratic COPEI (Comite de Organizacion
Politica Electoral Independiente) parties, and one representative from each of the three other
major parties in the legislature. This same structure is repeated in the local electoral tribunals and
at individual polling stations, although representatives from other parties as well as individual
citizens may witness the vote count. On Jan. 12, the CSE issued a communique repudiating the use
of violence by Metropolitan Police against Deputy Freddy Munoz, secretary general of the MAS,
and other MAS party members who held a peaceful anti-fraud protest outside CSE headquarters.
Munoz was seriously injured by a baton- wielding police officer. Police also used teargas in their
efforts to break up the demonstration. Following the incident, Caracas (Federal District) Governor
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Antonio Ledezma denied having ordered the Metropolitan Police to use violence. Nine Metropolitan
Police officers were placed under arrest until conclusion of an investigation into responsibility for
the order to use violence. Later that day, approximately 10,000 MAS supporters blocked the doors
to Ledezma's office in protest over police violence against MAS protesters. MAS spokespersons
said the party was demanding the removal of Metropolitan Police commander Vinicio Barrios. The
MAS and other opposition parties were protesting electoral fraud in the states of Barinas, Lara and
Sucre. In Barinas, Gerard Carthay, officially proclaimed the winner in the gubernatorial race, has
been prevented from assuming office by the previous governor who insists that he was re- elected to
the post. MAS candidates have claimed victory in the gubernatorial race in Lara state, while the CSE
said the AD candidate won. In Sucre state, former governor Eduardo Morales Gil of the AD party
had refused to let the newly-elected governor, Ramon Martinez of the MAS, take office. Although
Martinez was sworn in on Jan. 12, Morales Gil and other AD party officials announced their refusal
to recognize Martinez and their decision to maintain control of the governor's office. Following the
swearing-in ceremony, police and National Guard troops took control of the city of Cumana (capital
of Sucre), 350 km. east of Caracas, where thousands of protesters took to the streets demanding
that Martinez be allowed to take office. Police sources called the imposition of military control a
"preventive measure." In the days following the official swearing-in of Martinez as Sucre governor,
tension remained high as the police commander for Sucre, Enio Arocha, declared himself in
"rebellion" against the new governor. On Jan. 15, Sucre residents held a large-scale demonstration
protesting AD's refusal to recognize Martinez and hand over control of the governor's office. Later
that day, Morales Gil finally relented and allowed Martinez to assume office. Meanwhile, corruption
charges against Perez and his close associates continue to mount. On Jan. 6, congressperson Nelson
Chitty told reporters that the Comptroller General's Office had found evidence attributing civil and
penal responsibility for the misuse of public funds to Perez and former cabinet ministers Alejandro
Izaguirre and Reinaldo Figueredo. The case involves US$17 million in government funds which
Perez allegedly had changed into dollars at a preferential exchange rate. He then used the profits
for unauthorized expenditures. The Comptroller General's investigation is parallel to an inquiry
being conducted by the Supreme Court on this and other charges against Perez. That inquiry came
in response to a request filed by Causa R in November 1992 (for previous coverage see NotiSur
12/08/92.) Turmoil surrounding the electoral results and the escalating corruption charges have
taken place against the backdrop of ongoing fallout from the February and November 1992 coup
attempts. Recent events and statements point to the existence of divisions and continued dissention
within the military. On Jan. 5, attorneys for the military officers and civilians detained in conjunction
with the Nov. 27 coup attempt said they would take their case to the Inter- American Human Rights
Commission of the Organization of American States (OAS). The attorneys characterized the special
military trial procedure used against their defendants as unconstitutional and a violation of several
international treaties to which Venezuela is a signatory. The lawyers have requested the Supreme
Court annul the special trial proceedings. On Jan. 6, Perez rejected rumors of a third coup attempt,
describing the situation in the country as "normal." According to Perez, the two coup attempts
which took place last year demonstrate that "in Venezuela, democracy is immovable...These new
rumors of a coup d'etat are produced by an organized machinery determined to destabilize the
country, create uncertainty, damage the economy and scare off foreign investment." On the same
day, deputy defense minister Army Gen. Oscar Gonzalez resigned from his post and was retired
from active military status as a result of disagreements with the top military command. According to
Defense Ministry sources, Army chief Gen. Pedro Rangel had ordered that Gonzalez be investigated
for involvement in the November coup attempt. Also on Jan. 6, three Air Force lieutenant colonels
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who participated in the November uprising told reporters that both 1992 coup attempts were
motivated in part by discontent produced by military corruption at all levels of the institution. They
said that more than half of the multi- million dollar 1992 budget allocation for Air Force emergencies
passed into the hands of high-level military leaders associated with Perez's inner circle of advisors
and friends. Among specific charges, the three accused Air Force chief Gen. Eutimio Fuguet of doing
favors for Cecilia Matos, who has been involved in an extramarital affair with President Perez. The
favors reportedly include taking Matos for joyrides in military planes, at a cost of US$2,000 per
hour to the military. The three also said that on a weekly basis, government and military planes are
used to make trips abroad to "run errands" for the wives and children of high- level political and
military leaders. The three then said that of the total 180 Air Force flight-line pilots, 113 participated
in the November uprising to some degree, contradicting official reports of limited participation.
In statements to reporters Jan. 8, Fuguet denied the corruption charges and allegations that more
than 70% of Air Force pilots participated in the coup. The following day, government spokesperson
Angel Zambrano repeated that rumors of another coup were unfounded and called on citizens to
ignore all reports to the contrary. In a letter released Jan. 9, Lt. Col. Francisco Arias, considered
the ideological leader of the February coup attempt, said that the "violent way out" of Venezuela's
crisis was closed definitively following the failed November uprising. Arias said the second attempt
diminished the "mythical" image of February coup leader Lt. Col. Hugo Chavez and also resulted in
the "decimation" of the Air Force. During a Jan. 11 televised interview, President Perez personally
denied the possibility of a third coup attempt and rejected reports of "rivalries" or divisions among
the armed forces. Recent media reports have indicated the presence of a deep antagonism between
the National Guard and other branches of the military, most notably the Army. The National Guard
has remained fiercely loyal to Perez and has been used to put down uprisings within other branches
of the military. "If the government was supported only by the National Guard...in Venezuela there
wouldn't be democracy," said Perez. On Jan. 12, Caracas radio stations reported that a group of
civilians and Air Force officers charged with participating in the November coup seized Military
Police chief Col. Ernesto Navarro Martinez and briefly gained control of their cellblock, located in
Defense Ministry headquarters. The news reports said the move was an attempt to pressure the
Supreme Court, which is considering a petition by the prisoners' defense attorneys to declare the
special military trial procedure illegal. Navarro Martinez was freed within a few hours. Shortly
thereafter, a special military tribunal established in the wake of the November coup attempt to carry
out summary judicial proceedings against those accused of participating in the uprising sentenced
97 soldiers and civilians to prison terms ranging up to 20 years each for their role in the uprising.
The tribunal also acquitted 99 prisoners. No information was provided on the status of another
44 prisoners who face the same charges. Among those found guilty were former guerrilla leader
Douglas Bravo, Air Force Rear Adms. Hernan Gruber Odreman and Luis Cabrera. Former industry
and trade minister Manuel Quijada and attorney Jose Antonio Cova, both outspoken critics of Perez,
were among those acquitted. Following announcement of the sentences, government sources said
a Supreme War Council was set up to hear appeals of the sentences reached during the summary
proceedings. However, on Jan. 14, the Supreme Court suspended the trial and appeal process for
those accused of involvement in the November coup. The suspension was in response to a request
by defense lawyers representing 58 of the accused who had requested annulment of presidential
decree 2669, issued Nov. 27, which created a temporary military tribunal authorized to use summary
trial procedures against accused coup participants. The defense lawyers argued that the war tribunal
was stipulated under a 1938 military code which justifies establishing such councils in times of war.
Since Venezuela was not at war in November, the measure was illegal, they argued. The Supreme
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Court suspension abolishes the sentences thus far issued by the military tribunal in the cases of the
58 and indicates that no other sentences can be issued until the Court rules on constitutionality of
the decree. (Sources: Inter Press Service, 12/16/92; Notimex, 01/03/93; Associated Press, 01/12/93;
Chinese news service Xinhua, 01/13/93; Spanish news service EFE, 01/05/93, 01/07/93, 01/09/93,
01/10/93, 01/12-15/93; Agence France-Presse, 01/02/93, 01/06/93, 01/07/93, 01/11-13/93, 01/15/93,
01/16/93)

-- End --
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